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! ' Can’t think of what to buy for the person
SJCGW&} i‘dShiP 2012 I who “has everything?” Is someone on
/ your list committed to helping others or

. just doesn’t appreciate the

! SOWlng Seeds C%g 't commercialization of Christmas? Do you
¢ C I struggle to think of appropriate gifts for

work colleagues or clients? Or are you

. simply looking to give some of what has

! I'§ been blessed upon you to those with

; While it is not an official period of the church year like | | greater needs at this time of year?

Advent or Pentecost or even “Ordinary Time,” fall is
ChristMarket@Wallingford provides a
't completely different gift giving

Stewardship. Just as it is spiritually rewarding to focus on | | opportunity that can solve all of these

| the crucifixion and resurrection during Lent and Easter, so | § Qquestions. We provide a market place
with a broad array of deserving (local

! . I and international) organizations and

1 as we reflect upon the blessings God has bestowed uponus 1 projects to which you can donate in the

. name of your friends, co-workers and
family. The market will also include

! I} some wonderful free trade products if

I I you prefer to hand someone a tangible

i Those of you in worship on October 23 were treated tothe | { gift while still sharing your blessings with
others. The market has been hugely

. . successful in years past, providing

1 song “All Good Gifts,” including the lines below. I | meaningful alternatives to traditional

. . Christmas shopping, while raising
awareness of the needs of others and
raising significant funds to support those
needs.

traditionally the time when the church at large focuses on

| too, the fall Stewardship season can be spiritually rewarding .

1 and as we offer our thanks. 1

| cast of Godspell reenacting the parable of the sower and the .

We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, "

. But it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand ... .
. Beginning on Sunday, November 27t
and continuing each Sunday through

[ December 18th, Fellowship Hall will be

. ) , set up as a shopping plaza with about

. So thank the Lord, oh thank the Lord, for all his love. . 15 different stations. Some of the gift

. opportunities will be familiar from years
1 I past and some will be all new. As in

i Throughout the fall, we will be reminded in worship of the | | Years past, the prices will be in the $2 to
$25 range. You simply shop the

. . o . [ stations, learning about the
| watered by God’s hands. We continue our personal spiritual 1 § organizations, projects and products

| growth when we respond to God’s goodness by giving back 1 | from our volunteer interpreters,
- complete your shopping list and pay for

your “gifts” at the check-out table. You
I time, talent, and our financial offerings. The Christian I'{ will be provided with cards for each of
| the gifts you purchased that describe the

) o organization or product. You can then
I tells us that “God can use what you can give within the '} send the card to the recipient of your

All good gifts around us are sent from Heaven above.

| many areas where our church has seen our seedlings fed and

I to our church and its many missions through the gifts of our 1
I recording artist Michael W. Smith in his song “Seed to Sow” !

I' mystery of His ways” and that “everybody's got a seed to o “gift.”
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Spirit Song—November

SIS SIENE SIS I SIE N SIE SN e S e Sie iS¢

% A Few Good Folk Needed

|,
€

3¢ One of the early tasks of the
% I .
s Interim Time is for the session
3% to name a “Transition Team.”

Az . . .

;:; This group of six people will
N

s work with the interim pastor

ifi to guide the congregation and
3¢ its leadership through a

7N

3 discernment process and time

e

;E; of evaluation and reflection on

3% where God is calling the church
V4

::) to go on the next steps of the
~
7N
A4

;:j The members of this team will
<. be working together over the

7N

3 next 4-6 months. They will
e
;:; need to be people who are

N . . .

sk interested in pulling

:ff information together; who are
95; good listeners, are good
Az

0 organizers, are willing to take
>

7N

3k open to the guidance of the

I .. . ,

*¢ Holy spirit. This team’s work
3

sk “will provide a picture of who

e

;:: we are, whose we are, and

;EZ where God is calling us as a
3% community of faith. Please

ifi note that the Transition Team
3k is not the Pastor Nominating

7N
sz Committee, but rather will lay
N

sk the groundwork for that

?Ef committee, and will complete
7 its work before the Pastor

3% nominating Committee is

E3
Nz

;Ez elected by the congregation. If
7K
3 a member of the Transition

J,
0

s Team, or know someone you
(
3% think would serve well in that

Az

;:) role, please contact Pastor
.t . .

s Paul or Walt Kaminski.

¥

K

3¢

¥

J,
0

s congregation’s journey of faith. s«

4, on this short term task, and are J;
7N

sk you are interested in serving as ;;4
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Update on CDC Grant

Last spring, session realized that it
needed a clearer understanding of
our building and ground’s needs, so
that we can establish short and long
term priorities. At that time, we
applied for and received a grant
from the Community Design
Collaborative (CDC), a collection of
architects, engineers, planners, and
financial folks, who volunteer their
time to provide free analysis and
project planning to nonprofit
organizations. This grant would
allow us to draw upon the expertise
and experience of these
professionals, with respect to our
building and grounds.

This summer, the CDC’s team (an
architect, engineers, electrical and
heating experts, historical building
experts, costing representatives and
others) began gathering information
on our building and grounds from
various members, staff, and
community users of our facility.
They studied many things, including
our maintenance issues,
accessibility issues, usage concerns,
drainage issues and strategic plan.
Based upon this research, they
developed some preliminary
recommendations to address some
of the challenges that our building
and grounds present.

In October, they presented an
overview of their current thoughts
regarding the building and grounds
to a gathering of church staff,
church members and users of the
building, in order to get their
feedback. The CDC will use this
feedback to finalize their
recommendations. They will then
present these recommendations
(and a recommended order of
priority) in January.

2011

This research will prove
invaluable, as we consider how to
address our on-going maintenance
challenges, and how to better
meet the needs of the community
that gathers at WPC to play, learn,
serve, and worship. Look for
additional updates on the results
of the CDC’s work in upcoming
newsletters.
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Social Gathering

Before the stress (and joy) of the
holidays are upon us let’s get
together and enjoy each others’
company in this time of caring and
sharing!!

Kirk Soxman and Patty Bonnano
have offered to host a social get-
together at their home @ 5
Brookside Road in Wallingford on
Saturday, November 12th starting
@ 6:30PM.

Please join us in this fellowship by
bringing an appetizer to share and
favorite beverage. We would also
like to make a collection of canned
goods to bring to Philabundance
to assist in their Thanksgiving
distribution. Please bring any
canned goods you’d like to donate
and we’ll make sure they are
forwarded to needy families in our
community.

NO RVSP required.....

See you there!



